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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 2611 5.3 2.7 10 52.5 96
2 2693 6.3 1.7 8 78.9 99
3 2639 2.5 1.3 5 50.4 97
4 2595 4.3 2.4 10 43.3 95.4

5a 2589 2.2 1.2 6 36.5 95.2
5b 2562 3.6 1.8 8 45.6 94.2
6 2497 5 2.8 12 41.9 91.8

7a 2549 2.5 1.2 5 50.8 93.7
7b 2470 4.2 2.4 10 41.9 90.8
8 2660 3.8 1.4 6 63.4 97.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Appropriate similarity clearly identified



Sticky Note

The similarity is explained with specific links made to the approach



Sticky Note

Mini conclusion adds depth to the discussion



Sticky Note

The answer is logically organised throughout



Sticky Note

As before, examples from the approach are used to add depth and make the overall discussion more thorough



Sticky Note

Clear conclusion drawn







9



Sticky Note

This paragraph follows a similar structure to the two previous, using examples and a mini conclusion



Sticky Note

Overall the answer is thorough, displays depth and range and reaches appropriate conclusions. Therefore it meets the criteria for the top mark band












Sticky Note

Appropriate similarity is clearly stated.



Sticky Note

Although some examples from the approach are given here this section tends to describe each approach rather than compare them as required by the question.
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Sticky Note

Clear difference identified.



Sticky Note

Examples from the approach add some depth to the discussion.



Sticky Note

Overall the answer contains both similarities and differences but lacks both range (variety of points) and depth (discussion of the comparison between the approaches). Therefore it is at the bottom of the 6-8 band.
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4. Compare and contrast the cognitive and psychodynamic approaches in terms of their similarities
and differences.	 [10]
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5. (a)   Describe the conclusions made by Loftus and Palmer (1974) in their  
research ‘Reconstruction of automobile destruction: an example of the 
interaction between language and memory’.  [6] 


  


Credit could be given for descriptions of: 


 “The way a question is asked can enormously influence the answer that 
is given”. 


 Effects lasted for a week. 


 Two kinds of information suggested for memory: perception of event, 
information after the event. The two sources become integrated over 
time. 


 Link to Carmichael et al. (1932) and Daniel (1972), role of verbal labels. 
 


 Any other appropriate description. 
 


Marks AO1 


5-6  Description and accuracy of conclusions is thorough. 


 Depth and range are displayed, although not necessarily in 
equal measure. 


 Effective use of appropriate terminology. 


3-4  Description and accuracy of conclusions is reasonable. 


 Depth or range. 


 Good use of appropriate terminology. 


1-2  Description of conclusions is superficial or limited. 


 Little use of appropriate terminology. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 


  












2



Sticky Note

Superficial description of conclusions with limited use of terminology.












Polygonal Line

Repetition of previous point so not credited again.



Polygonal Line

see below.
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Polygonal Line

This is social implications and not creditworthy.



Sticky Note

Overall a superficial description of the conclusions drawn by Loftus and Palmer in their original article.
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Sticky Note

Good use of terminology 



Sticky Note

Reasonable description of a range of conclusions means 4 marks can be awarded.
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5. (a)	 Describe the conclusions made by Loftus and Palmer (1974) in their research
‘Reconstruction of automobile destruction: an example of the interaction between 
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 (b) Discuss the ethical issues and social implications of Loftus and Palmer’s 
(1974) research ‘Reconstruction of automobile destruction: an example of the 
interaction between language and memory’. [8] 


 


Credit could be given for discussion of: 


 Ethical Issues: use of deception to prevent demand characteristics, risk 
of harm due to viewing car crashes, lack of valid consent. 


 Social Implications: use of eyewitness testimony in court, impact on 
previous convictions, cost of retrials, interview techniques used by police. 
 


 Any other appropriate discussion. 
 


Marks AO3 


7-8  Discussion of the research in relation to ethical issues and 
social implications is thorough. 


 Depth and range are displayed. 


 Evaluative comments are clearly relevant to the context. 


 Structure is logical.  


5-6  Discussion of the research in relation to ethical issues and 
social implications is reasonable and shows some coherence. 


 Depth and range is displayed, although not necessarily in equal 
measure. 


 Evaluative comments are clearly relevant to the context. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


3-4  Discussion of the research in relation to ethical issues and 
social implications is appropriate but basic. 


OR 


 Reasonable discussion of the research in relation to ethical 
issues OR social implications. 


 Evaluative comments made tend to be generic and not 
contextualised. 


 Structure is reasonable.  


1-2  Discussion of ethical issues and/or social implications is 
superficial.  


 Answer lacks structure. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 


  












Polygonal Line

Not credited as this is a methodological criticism rather than ethics or social implications as required by the question.



Sticky Note

Relevant issue identified but lacks discussion e.g. this method being less distressing than viewing a real life crash.
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Sticky Note

Social implications not covered so a maximum of 4 marks is available. 
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Polygonal Line

Conclusion not required as this is only an 8 mark question.



Sticky Note

Both ethics and social implications are covered as required by the question.



Sticky Note

Reasonable discussion of appropriate ethical issue with clear links to the context of the study.



Sticky Note

Reasonable discussion of appropriate ethical issue with clear links to the context of the study.













Sticky Note

Discussion of issue is evident and clear links are made to the context of the study.
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Sticky Note

As above.



Sticky Note

Social implications are not covered so this limits the marks to a maximum of 4.
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5. (b)	 Discuss the ethical issues and social implications of Loftus and Palmer’s (1974) research 
‘Reconstruction of automobile destruction: an example of the interaction between  
language and memory’.	 [8]
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6.  Critically evaluate Raine, Buchsbaum and LaCasse’s (1997) research ‘Brain 
abnormalities in murderers indicated by positron emission tomography’. [12] 


 


Credit could be given for evaluation of : 


 Methodological Issues, e.g. use of quasi-experimental method, unable to 
determine cause and effect. 


 Validity Issues, e.g. use of PET scans. 


 Ethical Issues, e.g. valid consent, right to withdraw. 


 Sampling Issues, e.g. use of murderers, control group. 


 Social implications, e.g. use within the justice system. 
 


 Any other appropriate evaluation. 
  


Marks AO3 


10-12  Evaluation is thorough. 


 Depth and range are displayed. 


 Developed and balanced arguments are made. 


 Evaluative comments are clearly relevant to the context. 


 Structure is logical.  


 An appropriate conclusion is reached based on the evidence 
presented. 


7-9  Evaluation is reasonable. 


 Depth and range is displayed, but not in equal measure. 


 Arguments are reasonable but may be one-sided. 


 Evaluative comments are clearly relevant to the context. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


 A reasonable conclusion is reached based on the evidence 
presented. 


4-6  Evaluation is basic. 


 Depth or range. 


 Evaluative comments made tend to be generic and not 
contextualised. 


 Structure is reasonable.  


 A basic conclusion is reached. 


1-3  Evaluation is superficial. Material is muddled. 


 Answer does not move beyond assertions. 


 No conclusion. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 


  












3



Polygonal Line

Although it is tempting to add a description of the study as an introduction in a question like this it is not necessary and could waste valuable time. The answer should focus on the requirements of the question only i.e. evaluation of the study.



Sticky Note

This is quite a generic comment as in this case there are more male murderers in prison than females so this may be a fair representation of the target population. Also given the nature of the study this was a reasonably large sample.



Sticky Note

This is another generalised comment as really there is nothing to suggest murderers brains in the USA are any different to in other cultures so this point attracts very minimal credit.



Sticky Note

Another very general criticism that could be about any study that used an opportunity sample. There is no specific reference to Raine's research so again the answer can be considered to lack context.



Sticky Note

As with all the other previous points this is superficial and general evaluation. Therefore the answer cannot move above the bottom band.












Sticky Note

A relevant point is clearly stated and linked to the study although more discussion could have been added about why this is an issue.



Sticky Note

As before the point made is relevant and linked to the study. However further discussion could have been added to develop the argument further e.g. the efforts Raine went to control other variables and how this may have contributed to the overall validity of the research.



Sticky Note

A good range of points is being covered in this response.
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Sticky Note

These last two comments are more generic and do not add much more to the answer.



Sticky Note

Overall there are a good range of points, most of which are well contexualised. However the answer lacks the depth of discussion and drawing of conclusions necessary for the top band












3



Sticky Note

The last point is not really relevant to this study.



Sticky Note

See answer A - this is a weak point to make in the context of this study.



Sticky Note

The points made are very superficial and generic throughout
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6. Critically evaluate Raine, Buchsbaum and LaCasse’s (1997) research ‘Brain abnormalities in
murderers indicated by positron emission tomography’.	 [12]
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7.  (a)  Explain why a psychologist from the positive approach would view 
mindfulness OR quality of life therapy as an appropriate therapy.  [5] 


 


Credit could be given for explanations of: 


 Promotion of character strengths. 


 Free will approach to therapy. 


 Effectiveness. 


 Link to assumptions. 


 Reference to other therapies. 


 Any other appropriate explanation. 
 


Marks AO2 


5  
 


 Application of knowledge linked to the approach and therapy is 
relevant.  


 Explanation and level of accuracy is thorough. 


 Exemplars used are well-chosen.  


3-4  Application of knowledge linked to the approach and therapy 
has some relevance.  


 Explanation and level of accuracy is reasonable. 


 Appropriate exemplars are used. 


1-2 
 


 Application of knowledge linked to the approach and therapy is 
superficial or muddled. 


 Explanation is basic. 


 Exemplars are not always made relevant. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted.   


  












3



Polygonal Line

This is a description of what mindfulness is and therefore does not really address the requirements of the question. As it is an AO2 question the focus should be on applying knowledge of the assumptions of the approach to the use of this therapy or perhaps applying knowledge of effectiveness studies to explain why this is an appropriate choice of therapy.



Sticky Note

Rather than focus on the assumptions of the approach this candidate has used knowledge of effectiveness and ethics. However this is only done in a reasonable manner as the link to the method of the therapy is not made clear.












3



Sticky Note

The candidate has made clear reference to the relevant assumptions of the approach and the explanation is reasonably accurate. However the answer would benefit from a clearer explanation of how these make the use of QoL therapy more appropriate than others for example.












4



Sticky Note

Clear reference is made to the assumptions of the approach although they could be more thoroughly explained.



Sticky Note

A clear link is made between this assumption and the aim of the therapy and therefore there is enough explanation for 4 marks
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7. (a)	 Explain why a psychologist from the positive approach would view mindfulness OR quality
of life therapy as an appropriate therapy. [5]
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 (b)  Describe the main components of mindfulness OR quality of life therapy.  
   [10] 
 


Mindfulness 
 


Credit could be given for description 
of: 


 Meditation and mindful breathing 
processes. 


 Specific examples such as 
Mindfulness Based Stress 
Reduction (MBSR) and the .b 
schools programme. 


 Role of informal practice. 


 Role of therapist. 


 Any other appropriate description. 
 


Quality of Life Therapy 
 


Credit could be given for description 
of: 


 Use of Quality of Life Inventory. 


 CASIO model (Five Paths to 
Happiness). 


 Three Pillars. 


 Role of therapist. 


 Any other appropriate 
description. 


Marks AO1 


9-10  Description and level of accuracy is thorough. 


 Depth and range are displayed. 


 Effective use of appropriate terminology. 


 Logical structure. 


6-8  Description and level of accuracy is reasonable.  


 Depth and range is displayed, but not in equal measure. 


 Good use of appropriate terminology. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


3-5  Description and level of accuracy is basic. 


 Depth or range. 


 Some use of appropriate terminology. 


 Structure is reasonable. 


1-2  Description and level of accuracy is superficial. 


 Little use of appropriate terminology. 


 Answer lacks structure. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 


  












Sticky Note

The answer has a mostly logical structure.



Sticky Note

There is good use of appropriate terminology throughout.
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Sticky Note

This is a reasonable description of mindfulness therapy but would benefit from details about a specific example such as MBCT. Without this both range and depth are restricted
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Polygonal Line

This is a description of assumptions rather than the therapy so cannot be credited in this question.



Sticky Note

Some relevant knowledge is displayed in this response but it lacks depth and detail thoughout
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Sticky Note

Overall this is a very superficial description of mindfulness therapy and therefore cannot move above the bottom band. There is little use of appropriate terminology and it is very repetitive



Polygonal Line

This repeats what has already been said.
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WJEC GCE AS PSYCHOLOGY - UNIT 1 
 


SUMMER 2017 MARK SCHEME 
 
 


 
1. Describe the methodology and procedures of Bowlby’s (1944) research 'Forty-four 


juvenile thieves: Their characters and home-life'. [10] 
 


Credit could be given for description of: 


 Use of case studies. 


 Characteristics of sample, e.g. 44 thieves, 44 emotionally disturbed children as 
control group, involvement of mothers. 


 Information gathered by Bowlby and colleagues, e.g. intelligence test, emotional 
attitude, interview by social worker, use of school reports. 


 Ongoing therapy process lasting six months or more. 
 


 Any other appropriate description. 
 


Marks AO1 


9-10  Description and level of accuracy is thorough. 


 Depth and range are displayed. 


 Effective use of appropriate terminology. 


6-8  Description and level of accuracy is reasonable. 


 Depth and range is displayed, although not necessarily in equal 
measure. 


 Good use of appropriate terminology. 


3-5  Description and level of accuracy is basic. 


 Depth or range. 


 Some use of appropriate terminology. 


1-2  Description and level of accuracy is superficial. 


 Little use of appropriate terminology. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 


  












Polygonal Line

Some minor inaccuracies in this section.



Sticky Note

The answer uses appropriate terminology throughout.



Sticky Note

Thorough description of both methodology and procedures is provided as required by the question.



Sticky Note

Depth of knowledge is displayed with specific details given from the original article.
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Sticky Note

The answer is organised clearly and displays the range and depth needed for the top band.
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Sticky Note

The answer lacks detail but what is included is generally accurate.



Sticky Note

Limited information on procedures of the study means that range and depth are both lacking in this answer.












Sample C
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Sticky Note

Throughout the answer there is relevant and accurate information but it lacks detail e.g. the Binet Scale, how the participants were matched.



Sticky Note

Information given is reasonable and there is some use of appropriate terminology
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1. Describe the methodology and procedures of Bowlby’s (1944) research ‘Forty-four juvenile
thieves: Their characters and home-life’.  	 [10]
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8.  Using examples from psychology, explain the behaviourist assumption of ‘behaviour 
learnt through conditioning.’ [6] 


 


Credit could be given for explanations of: 


 Classical conditioning; reflexive response, use of neutral stimulus, Pavlov’s 
dogs, aversion therapy. 


 Operant conditioning; consequences of actions, reinforcement and punishment, 
Skinner’s rats, token economies. 


 


 Any other appropriate explanation. 
 


Marks AO1 


5-6  Explanation and accuracy is thorough and clearly linked to examples 
from psychology. 


 Effective use of appropriate terminology. 


3-4  Explanation and accuracy is reasonable and linked to examples from 
psychology. 


 Good use of appropriate terminology. 


1-2  Explanation is basic. 


 Link to examples from psychology may not be clear. 


 Some use of appropriate terminology. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 
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Sticky Note

Both types of conditioning are covered which adds detail to the explanation.



Sticky Note

There is effective use of terminology throughout.



Sticky Note

The explanation of the assumption is detailed and thorough.



Sticky Note

A specific example linked to psychology is clearly explained.
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Sticky Note

A clear link to an example from psychology is given.



Sticky Note

The answer could be more concise given the number of marks available but it fulfills all the criteria for full marks












3



Sticky Note

Links to psychology in the form of relevant examples are given for both types of conditioning. However the answer lacks a thorough explanation of the conditioning process and use of specialist terminology












3



Sticky Note

There is some good use of appropriate terminology in this answer.



Sticky Note

Both types of conditioning are explained at a reasonable level however they both lack a full example linked to psychology and therefore marks are limited by this
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8. Using examples from psychology, explain the behaviourist assumption of ‘behaviour learnt
through conditioning’. 	  [6]
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2.  Using examples from psychology, describe two assumptions of the biological 
approach.  [4+4] 


 


Credit could be given for descriptions of: 


 Evolutionary influences: natural selection, sexual selection, fight or flight 
response, parental investment theory. 


 Localisation of brain function: lobes of the brain, Charles Whitman, Phineas 
Gage.  


 Neurotransmitters: process of neurotransmission, serotonin and depression, 
dopamine and schizophrenia. 
 


 Any other appropriate assumption. 
 


Marks (per 
assumption) 


AO1 


4  Description and level of accuracy is thorough and clearly linked 
to psychology. 


 Effective use of appropriate terminology. 


3  Description and level of accuracy is reasonable and linked to 
psychology. 


 Good use of appropriate terminology. 


2  Description and level of accuracy is basic. 


 Link to psychology may not be clear. 


 Some use of appropriate terminology. 


1  Assumption is identified only. 
OR 


 Description is superficial. 


 No link to psychology. 


 Little use of appropriate terminology. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 


 
  












4



Sticky Note

Appropriate assumption is clearly identified.



Sticky Note

Appropriate assumption is clearly identified.



Sticky Note

Appropriate terminology used effectively throughout to add detail to the description of the assumption.



Sticky Note

Assumption is clearly linked to psychology with the use of an appropriate example.







4



Sticky Note

Appropriate terminology used effectively throughout to add detail to the description of the assumption.



Sticky Note

Assumption is clearly linked to psychology with the use of an appropriate example.




Sticky Note

This answer is of an appropriate length for the number of marks available. A number of responses were seen that were too long and therefore candidates penalised themselves by not having enough time for longer answer questions elsewhere on the paper.












3


3



Sticky Note

Appropriate assumption is clearly identified.



Sticky Note

Appropriate assumption is clearly identified.



Sticky Note

Reasonable description of assumption with some link made to psychology. However, the answer lacks the clarity and level of explanation needed for the top band.



Sticky Note

Reasonable description of assumption with some link made to psychology. However lacks the clarity and level of explanation needed for the top band.



Katherine

Sticky Note

Marked set by Katherine
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Sticky Note

Appropriate assumption is clearly identified.



Sticky Note

Appropriate assumption is clearly identified.



Sticky Note

Assumption is described and there is some link made to psychology but is reasonable rather than thorough.



Sticky Note

Assumption is clearly and accurately described.
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Sticky Note

Clear link made between the assumption and a specific area of psychology
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3.  A psychology student suggests to his teacher that one of the problems with the 
behaviourist approach is that it is too simplistic. Explain why this might be considered 
a strength OR a weakness of the behaviourist approach. [5] 


 


Credit could be given for explanations of: 


 Focus on nurture over nature, ignores factors such as genetics that might affect 
behaviour. 


 Reductionist approach, focus on stimulus response, allows investigation of one 
factor to develop treatments and parsimonious explanations. 


 Use of animals, makes the knowledge gathered too simplistic to apply to human 
behaviour. 
 


 Any other appropriate strength or weakness. 
 


Marks AO2 


5  
 


 Application of knowledge linked to the behaviourist approach is relevant.  


 Explanation and level of accuracy is thorough. 


 Exemplars used are well-chosen. 


3-4  Application of knowledge linked to the behaviourist approach has some 
relevance.  


 Explanation and level of accuracy is reasonable. 


 Appropriate exemplars are used. 


1-2 
 


 Application of knowledge linked to the behaviourist approach is 
superficial or muddled. 


 Explanation is basic. 


 Exemplars not always made relevant. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted.   


  












1



Sticky Note

Answer is muddled between reductionism and nomothetic as weaknesses of the approach. Either could have been credited but in this case the explanation is very basic and there are no exemplars from the approach












3



Polygonal Line

This section has not been credited as the question asks for an explanation as either a strength or a weakness. Both would be read but the weakness attracts higher marks so this is ignored



Sticky Note

Appropriate weakness identified with some reference to the approach 



Sticky Note

Weakness is explained at a reasonable level












5



Sticky Note

Exemplars from the approach are used to add depth to the response



Sticky Note

Weakness is explained thoroughly



Sticky Note

Appropriate weakness identified
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3. A psychology student suggests to his teacher that one of the problems with the behaviourist
approach is that it is too simplistic. Explain why this might be considered a strength OR a
weakness of the behaviourist approach. 	 [5]
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4.  Compare and contrast the cognitive and psychodynamic approaches in terms of their 
similarities and differences.  [10] 


 


Credit could be given for: 


 Scientific nature, e.g. investigative methods used, unscientific nature of 
psychodynamic compared to scientific methods of cognitive approach. 


 Determinism, e.g. use of soft determinism in cognitive compared to 
psychic determinism of psychodynamic. 


 Nature/Nurture, e.g. both taken into account by both approaches. 


 Nomothetic/Idiographic e.g. idiographic approach taken by 
psychodynamic compared to nomothetic for cognitive.  


 Applications to therapy, e.g. use of talking therapy.  
 


 Any other appropriate similarities and differences. 


Marks AO3 


9-10  Thorough discussion is made of both the similarities and 
differences. 


 Depth and range are displayed. 


 Structure is logical throughout. 


 An appropriate conclusion is reached based on the evidence 
presented. 


6-8  Reasonable discussion is made of both the similarities and 
differences.  


 Depth and range is displayed, although not necessarily in equal 
measure. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


 A reasonable conclusion is reached based on the evidence 
presented. 


3-5  Basic discussion is made of the similarities and differences.  
OR 


 Reasonable discussion is made of the similarities or 
differences. 


 Depth or range. 


 Structure is reasonable. 


 A basic conclusion is reached. 


1-2  Superficial analysis is made of the similarities and differences. 
OR  


 Basic analysis is made of similarities or differences. 


 Answer lacks structure. 


 No conclusion. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 


 
  












Sticky Note

Appropriate difference is clearly identified and use of comparative language helps signpost this to the examiner



Sticky Note

Basic discussion of the difference that would benefit from a more specific example from the approach



Sticky Note

As above an appropriate point has made with some basic discussion



Polygonal Line

It is not appropriate to use assumptions as a comparison point in this question. Wider issues such as their scientific nature should be explored. Therefore this section has not been credited
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Katherine

Polygonal Line

as above - not creditworthy



Sticky Note

Overall this answer contains limited range and depth and there is little evidence of conclusions being drawn. Therefore it cannot be given a mark above the 'basic' band











